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1
MOBILE DEVICE ASSISTED SECURE
COMPUTER NETWORK COMMUNICATION

BACKGROUND

People are increasingly dependent on the Internet and in
particular on the World Wide Web. For example, the Web is
often used to access emails, conduct business, purchase
goods and services, and for online banking, to name justa few
things. Many of these activities involve interaction with a
Web service via a Web site.

Web services often require proper user authentication to
identify a user and establish secure channels with a client
computer, such as a user’s personal computer (PC). A Web
site associated with this type of Web service is sometimes
referred to as a secure site. Although many secure authenti-
cation schemes have been proposed, a password is still domi-
nantly used in Web applications due to its convenience, and
ease in use and deployment. In password-based user authen-
tication, a user is required to input an account identification
(often referred to as a user ID) and a password. A Secure
Sockets Layer (SSL) connection may be used to secure com-
munications during user authentication.

Paramount to a user ID-password authentication scheme is
maintaining security. This includes safeguarding not only the
login credentials, but also sensitive data transmissions and
critical interactions.

SUMMARY

The mobile device assisted secure computer network com-
munications embodiments described herein employ a mobile
device that a user typically already carries with him or her
(e.g., a mobile phone, personal digital assistant (PDA), and
the like), to assist in user authentication and fortity the secu-
rity ininteracting with secure Web sites. In this way, a user can
access secure Web sites with any computer, even an untrusted
one. In general, the mobile device assisted user authentication
is implemented by having a user enter a password into a client
computer which is in contact with a secure Web site the user
is attempting to access. This password is integrated with a
secret value generated in real time by the user’s mobile
device. The secret value is not stored in the mobile device. In
addition, the secret value can be bound to both the mobile
device’s hardware and the secure Web site being accessed,
such that it is unique to both. In this way, a different secret
value is generated for each secure Web site accessed, and an
adversary cannot impersonate the user and log into a secure
Web site unless he or she knows the password and possesses
the user’s mobile device simultaneously.

In one general implementation of this secure user authen-
tication, the client computer transmits a user’s request to
access a secure Web site to the server associated with that site.
The server then initiates an SSL session with the client com-
puter, and submits a user authentication request to the client
computer. The server also generates a server challenge num-
ber. The server then transmits a server identification and the
server-generated challenge number to the client computer.
The client computer prompts the user to enter a user identi-
fication and password previously established for the Web site
being accessed. The client computer then inputs the user
identification and password entered by the user, and provides
the user identification, server identification and the server-
generated challenge number to the mobile device. The mobile
device then generates the aforementioned secret value, a
mobile device challenge number and a representation of the
secret value. Next, the mobile device forwards the mobile
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device challenge number and secret value representation to
the client computer. The client computer combines the secret
value representation and the password to produce a combined
representation. The client computer then transmits the user
identification, mobile device challenge number and com-
bined representation to the server. The server receives these
numbers and computes a session key from them. The server
then computes a server version of the secret value represen-
tation as a combination comprising the session key, the user
identification and the server identification. The server then
computes a server version of the combined representation
using the user identification, the server identification, the
server version of the secret value representation, and the
password known to the server. Next, the server compares the
server version of the combined representation to the com-
bined representation received from the client computer, and
determines if the password and secret value known to the
server were used to generate the combined representation
received from the client computer. If so, the server transmits
a notice to the client computer granting access. If not, the
server sends a notice to the client computer denying access.
The client computer informs the user as to whether access to
said network site has been granted or not.

It should also be noted that this Summary is provided to
introduce a selection of concepts, in a simplified form, that are
further described below in the Detailed Description. This
Summary is not intended to identify key features or essential
features of the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be
used as an aid in determining the scope of the claimed subject
matter.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The specific features, aspects, and advantages of the dis-
closure will become better understood with regard to the
following description, appended claims, and accompanying
drawings where:

FIG. 11is a simplified architectural diagram of a Web-based
networking environment that includes a mobile device in
addition to a client computer and server.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram generally outlining one embodi-
ment of a setup process where the mobile device generates a
secret value and provides it to the server associated with a
secure Web site.

FIGS. 3A-C depict a continuing flow diagram generally
outlining an implementation of a user authentication process.

FIGS. 4A-B depict a continuing flow diagram generally
outlining an implementation of a server authentication pro-
cess.

FIGS. 5A-B depict a continuing flow diagram outlining
one variation of the user authentication process of FIGS.
3A-C, which satisfies forward security.

FIGS. 6A-B depict a continuing flow diagram outlining
one variation of the server authentication process of FIGS.
4A-B.

FIGS. 7A-B depict a continuing flow diagram outlining
one variation of the user authentication process of FIGS.
3A-C, without forward security.

FIGS. 8A-C depict a continuing flow diagram generally
outlining an implementation of a process for using a secure
channel between the mobile device and the server to transfer
ot high security data.

FIGS. 9A-B depict a continuing flow diagram outlining an
implementation of a process for monitoring the client com-
puter and deleting cookies, temporary files, and cached data
when a session with a secure Web site is ended, or when it is
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determined that the user’s mobile device is no longer in
communication with the client computer.

FIG. 10 is a diagram depicting a general purpose comput-
ing device constituting an exemplary system for implement-
ing mobile device assisted secure computer network commu-
nications embodiments described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description reference is made to the
accompanying drawings which form a part hereof, and in
which are shown, by way of illustration, specific embodi-
ments which may be practiced. It is understood that other
embodiments may be utilized and structural changes may be
made without departing from the scope of the invention.

1.0 Mobile Device Assisted Secure Computer Network Com-
munications

The mobile device assisted secure computer network com-
munications embodiments described herein provide security
for interactions with secure Web sites. This is generally
accomplished by employing a mobile personal device that a
user typically already carries with him or her (e.g., a mobile
phone, personal digital assistant (PDA), and the like), to assist
in user authentication and optionally the transfer of high
security data over the Internet. In this way, a user can access
secure Web sites with any client computer, even an untrusted
one. For example, the client computer could be a public
personal computer (PC) in an Internet cafe or library, or a
borrowed PC belonging to someone else. Such PCs could be
infected with keyloggers or other malicious software.

Before the mobile device assisted secure computer net-
work communications embodiments are presented, a general
description of a suitable Web-based networking environment
in which portions thereof may be implemented will be
described. Referring to FIG. 1, a user 100 of a client computer
102 uses a browser on the client computer to connect to a
server 104 via a network 106 (e.g., the Internet) to request
access to a secure Web site associated with the server. The
server 104 requires user authentication before allowing
access. To assist in the user authentication, a mobile device
108, which is in the possession of the user, is employed. The
mobile device 108 is in communication with the client com-
puter 102 via any appropriate connection 110. For example, a
wired connection employing a USB cable could be used.
Another example of an appropriate connection would be a
wireless connection, such as one employing Bluetooth. Inone
embodiment, there is no direct communication between the
mobile device 108 and the server 104 such that communica-
tions between these two entities 104, 108 are through the
client computer 102. It is also noted that the foregoing net-
working environment is only an example of a suitable envi-
ronment. Other architectures providing similar communica-
tion schemes can be employed as well.

1.1 Secure User Authentication

One implementation of the mobile device assisted secure
computer network communications embodiments involves
secure user authentication. As stated previously, user authen-
tication to identify a user and establish secure channels with
a client computer is often a prerequisite to accessing a secure
Web site. In this implementation of secure user authentica-
tion, a password entered by a user in a client computer is
integrated with a secret value generated in real time by a
user’s mobile device. In one embodiment, the secret value is
not stored in the mobile device. In addition, the secret value
can be bound to both the mobile device’s hardware and the
secure Web site being accessed, such that it is unique to both.
In this way, a different secret value is generated for each
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secure Web site accessed, and another user, authorized or not,
cannot impersonate the user and log into a secure Web site
unless he or she knows the password and possesses the user’s
mobile device simultaneously.

1.1.1 Setup

A user can first establish an account with a Web site via its
associated server. This includes generating a unique user ID
and a password, as well as a secret value. Selecting and
sharing a unique user ID and a password between the user and
the Web site are done in the typical manner, usually via a
client computer. The sharing of the secret value generated in
real time from the user’s mobile device, however, is unique.
To achieve this, a user obtains a copy of a secret value gen-
eration program through a trusted channel and installs the
program on a mobile device. The obtained copy is individu-
alized to hide a number R,,,. In one embodiment, R, is gen-
erated from unique information about the mobile device’s
hardware obtained during downloading interactions, and a
master key known only to the downloading center. For
example, if the mobile device is a mobile telephone with a
Subscriber Identification Module (SIM) card, the aforemen-
tioned information can pertain to both the phone’s hardware
and the SIM card.

In one embodiment, obfuscation is used to prevent extrac-
tion of the hidden number R,, from the mobile device’s
executable files. Alternately, if the mobile device is equipped
with a Trusted Platform Module (TPM), there is no need to
perform the aforementioned individualization and obfusca-
tion. R,, can be protected by TPM and secret value generation
program protected by the TPM-based system. Individualiza-
tion or obfuscation is also not needed if the mobile device is
assumed to be free of spyware and other malicious software.

When a secure Web site is first visited by a user via a client
computer (e.g., 102 of FIG. 1) which is in communication
with the mobile device (e.g., 108 of FIG. 1) having both the
hidden number R, and a copy of the secret value generation
program, a setup procedure can be performed. This can
involve the mobile device generating the secret value and
providing it to the server (e.g., 104 of FIG. 1) associated with
a Web site. More particularly, referring to FIG. 2, the prereq-
uisite setup begins with the mobile device generating the
secret value using the downloaded secret value generation
program by first retrieving the hidden number R, stored by
the mobile device 200. Next, an identification number asso-
ciated with the mobile device’s hardware is obtained (202).
Such numbers are readily obtainable from the operating sys-
tem of most modern mobile devices. In addition, if the mobile
device has a SIM card, a SIM identification number can
optionally be obtained (204). Here again, the SIM identifica-
tion number is a number routinely embedded in a SIM card
and easily obtainable from the card. It is noted that the
optional nature of this last action is indicated by the use of a
broken line box in FIG. 2. It is further noted that in one
embodiment, the SIM card identification number could be
used alone without the mobile device’s identification number
in an alternate embodiment of the secret value generation
procedure (not shown). In another embodiment, only the SIM
card is used in generating the secret value, and a user can use
another mobile device with the same SIM card inserted. In yet
another embodiment, only the mobile phone hardware is
used, and a user can use his or her mobile device with a
different SIM card. However, using both the hardware and
SIM card identifications has the added security advantage of
requiring both the mobile device and SIM card to be present.
Thus, for example, a cloned SIM card would be useless with-
out the mobile device for generating the correct secret value.
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The procedure continues with action 206 by combining the
hidden number R ,, the mobile device’s hardware identifica-
tion number, optionally the SIM card identification number,
and finally a unique number identifying the secure Web site of
interest (e.g., the Web site’s URL). In one embodiment, the
combination is accomplished by concatenating the numbers
and then computing a cryptographic hash of the concatena-
tion using a prescribed cryptographic hash function (e.g.,
SHA-256 specified in Federal Information Processing Stan-
dards Publications (FIPS PUBS) 180-2 Secure Hash Stan-
dard), which is known to the mobile phone and the server
associated with the Web site of interest. The resulting com-
bined value is designated as the secret value (208) and is
transmitted to the server associated with the Web site via a
secure channel (210). The server stores the secret value
securely for future user authentication purposes. It is noted,
however, that the secret value is not stored locally in the
mobile device. It is re-generated each time the user attempts
to access the secure Wed site involved in the set-up procedure,
as will be described in sections to follow.

It is also noted that using the mobile device’s hardware
identification number (and/or possibly a SIM identification
number) as part of generating the secret value makes the value
unique to the mobile device. Other mobile devices will have
different hardware (and/or SIM) identification numbers, and
so will generate a different secret value. In addition, since a
Web site identification number (e.g., its URL) is used in the
generation of the secret value, the value will also be unique to
the Web site. A different secure Web site will have a different
identification number and so will result in a different secret
value being generated. Given the foregoing, it is further noted
that when a user changes his or her mobile device (and/or SIM
card if one is present), or when the device is lost, the above
set-up procedure must be repeated to re-establish a new secret
value with the server associated with each secure Web site of
interest.

1.1.2 User Authentication Process

In one embodiment of the secure user authentication, when
a user sends a request to access a secure Web site, the server
associated with the site establishes an SSL session with the
client computer that the user is employing. The server submits
a request via the client computer for the user to authenticate
him or herself'to the server. The user enters his or her user ID
and password as usual. The client computer also passes the
user authentication request to the user’s mobile device, which
is in communication with the client computer via a local
wired or wireless connection. In one variation, the user is
required to press a button on the mobile device to cause the
mobile device to generate additional login credentials based
on the aforementioned secret value shared with the Web site.
These additional credentials are then sent to the client com-
puter which combines them with the password and transmits
them via the network to the server associated with the Web
site for authentication. If the user is successfully authenti-
cated, the server grants the user access rights.

A process implementing the foregoing secure user authen-
tication is shown in FIGS. 3A-C. The process begins when the
client computer transmits a user’s request to access a secure
Web site to the server associated with that site (300). The
server receives the access request (302) and initiates an SSL.
session with the client computer (304). The server then gen-
erates a server challenge number (306). This challenge num-
ber can take several forms, two of which will be described
shortly. The server then transmits a server identification and
the server-generated challenge number, along with a user
authentication request, to the client computer (308). The cli-
ent computer receives the server identification, server chal-
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lenge number and user authentication request (310), and
prompts the user to enter a user identification and password
previously established for the Web site being accessed (312).
The client computer then inputs the user identification and
password entered by the user (314), and provides the user
identification, server identification and the server-generated
challenge number to the mobile device (316). The mobile
device receives the identifications and number (318), and then
generates the aforementioned secret value (320), a mobile
device challenge number (322) and a representation of the
secret value (324). Next, the mobile device forwards the
mobile device challenge number and secret value representa-
tion to the client computer (326). It is noted that the mobile
device can be prompted to produce the foregoing values in a
number of ways. For example, simply receiving the identifi-
cations and server challenge number from the client computer
could be enough to initiate the process. Or, as indicated pre-
viously, this task might involve the user pressing a prescribed
button on the mobile device. It is also noted that the mobile
device challenge number and secret value representation can
take several forms, some of which will be described shortly.

The client computer receives the mobile device challenge
number and secret value representation (328), and combines
the secret value representation and the password to produce a
combined representation (330). The client computer then
transmits the user identification, mobile device challenge
number and combined representation to the server (332). The
serve receives these numbers (334) and computes a session
key from them (336) as will be described in more detail later.
The server then computes a server version of the secret value
representation as a combination including the session key, the
user identification and the server identification (338). The
server then computes a server version of the combined rep-
resentation using the user identification, the server identifi-
cation, the server version of the secret value representation,
and the password known to the server (340). The server then
compares the server version of the combined representation
to the combined representation received from the client com-
puter (342) and determines if the password and secret value
known to the server were used to generate the combined
representation received from the client computer (344). If so,
the server generates a notice granting access (346). If not, the
server generates a notice denying access (348). The server
transmits the generated notice to the client computer (350).
The client computer receives the notice from the server (352)
and informs the user as to whether access to the network site
has been granted or not (354).

1.2 Server Authentication

Another implementation of the mobile device assisted
secure computer network communications embodiments
involves the server being authenticated as well as the user.
This allows the client computer and mobile device to confirm
they are communicating with the genuine server associated
with the secure Web site being accessed. In this implementa-
tion, the server returns authentication credentials to the client
computer, as well as to the mobile device via the client com-
puter. Both the client computer and mobile device authenti-
cate the server, and terminate the session if the server authen-
tication fails. At the end of'this mutual authentication scheme,
both the client computer and the mobile device will have
established separate secure channels with the server.

One embodiment of a process for achieving the foregoing
server authentication is shown in FIGS. 4A-B. Once access
has been granted to the user to access the Web site, the server
first generates and transmits two server authentication values
to the client computer (400). In one implementation, the first
value is for the client computer. This first value is a combi-
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nation including the password known to the server and the
aforementioned server-generated version of the secret value
representation. The second value is for the mobile device.
This second value is a combination including a server-gener-
ated version of the session key. The client computer receives
the server authentication values (402), and derives the pass-
word and server-generated version of the secret value repre-
sentation from the first value (404). The client computer then
determines if the password derived from the server-generated
combination matches the password entered by the user and
the aforementioned mobile device-generated secret value
representation matches the server-generated version of the
secret value representation (406). If they do not match, then
the Web site is deemed not to be authentic and the user is not
allowed to access it (408). However, if they do match, the user
is allowed to access the Web site associated with the server
(410), and the second server authentication value is for-
warded to the mobile device (412). The mobile device
receives the second server authentication value (414) and
derives the server-generated version of the session key from it
(416). The mobile device then determines if the mobile
device-generated session key matches the server-generated
version of the session key (418). If it does, the server is
deemed to be authentic (420). Otherwise, it is deemed not to
be authentic (422).

It is noted that in some embodiments of the mobile device
assisted secure computer network communications, when the
server authenticates the user and the mobile device authenti-
cates the server, communication of prescribed high security
data is allowed between the server and the mobile device via
the client computer. These embodiments will be described in
a later section.

1.3 Authentication with Forward Security

The following is a process directed at one implementation
of the above-described user and server authentication.
Namely, one which satisfies forward security. Forward secu-
rity means that if the secret value 1 is compromised, the
previous communications between the mobile phone and the
server are still secure.

Referring to FIGS. 5A-B, the process begins with the client
computer sending an access request to the server associated
with the Web site that a user wants to access (500). The server
receives the request (502) and establishes a SSL session
between the server and the client computer to create a secure
channel that all subsequent communications between them
will use (504). The server then chooses a random number n,
€x Z*, (506), computes N,=g™ (508), and sends N, to the
client computer with its identity ID, through the secure chan-
nel (510). It is noted that the symbol €, refers to randomly
choosing a number from a set, and Z*  is a prescribed multi-
plicative group of the integers modulo q, g* refers to comput-
ing g™ mod p wherein g is a prescribed number in Z* , with
order q, and wherein p and q are large prime numbers such
that qlp-1. The client computer receives (ID,, N,) (512),
prompts the user to enter a user ID, ID,,, and password pwd
(514), and then passes (ID,, ID,, N,) to the mobile device
(516). The mobile device receives (ID,, ID,, N,) (518),

chooses a random number n,, &z Z*, (520), and computes
X, =€g") (522), as well as sk, =H(ID,|[ID,|N|X,,|N/)
(524) and 6=H(ID,|ID|Isk,,./[0) (526). It then sends (ID, X,,,
0) to the client computer (528). It is noted that €,() is one of
a pair of prescribed symmetric encryption algorithms with 1
as the secret key. D,(*) is the other prescribed symmetric
encryption algorithm of the pair also with 1 as the secret key.
This latter algorithm will be employed shortly. It is also noted
that the notation H(|| . . . ||") refers to a prescribed crypto-
graphic hash function of a concatenation of the values con-
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tained within the brackets. Note that the value N~ is equal to
g7 and the value N, which will be introduced shortly, is
also equal to g™~

The client computer receives (ID,, X,,,, ) from the mobile
device (530), and computes ¢=H(ID |[ID|[pwd||6]|0) (532),
and sends (ID,,, X,,, ¢) to the server via the secure channel
(534). Upon receiving (ID,, X, ¢) from the client computer
(536), the server first computes N, =g"=D,X,)(538),
sk',, =H(D,|ID N X, IIN,.™) (540), and 0'=H
(ID,JID||sk',,l0) (542). The server then computes ¢'=H
(ID,J[ID|[pwd||6'|0) (544) and checks it against the ¢ received
from the client computer to see if it matches (546). If it does
match, the server grants the user access rights to the Web site
(548). Otherwise, access is not granted (550).

Referring now to FIGS. 6A-B, in an embodiment that
includes server authentication, the server next computes y=H
(ID,JID, s, JI1) (600), y=H(ID,|[ID,lpwd]1) (602), and
sends (ID,,y,) to the client computer (604). As indicated
previously, these values are used by the client computer and
the mobile device to verify if the server knows the password
pwd and the secret value 1, as it would if it is authentically
associated with the secure Web site the user wants to access.
The client computer receives (ID.,y,) from the server (606)
and checks y’=H(ID,|ID,|[pwd||0]|1) (608), where the left
side is the value received from the server and the right side is
calculated by the client computer. If it does not match, the
client computer terminates the session (610) since the server
failed to show that it knows both the password pwd and the
secret value 1. It is noted that the foregoing client computer’s
authentication of the server was done without the mobile
device being involved. However, if a match is found, the client
computer displays Web data received from the server (612),
and forwards (ID,,,y) to the mobile device (614). The mobile
device receives (ID,,y) from the client computer (616) and
checks y’=H(ID,|[ID sk, ||1) (618), where the left side is
received from the client computer (616) and the right side is
calculated by the mobile device. If a match is found, the
mobile device is sure that the server knows the secret value 1
and the server is deemed authentic (620). In this way, a secure
channel has been established between the mobile device and
the server, which can use sk, as a session key. This secure
channel can be used, if needed, to communicate high security
data and interactions between the mobile device and the
server via the client computer without the client computer’s
knowledge of the content. On the other hand, if a match is not
found, the server is deemed not to be authentic and no secure
channel is set-up (622).

1.4 Authentication Without Forward Security

In some embodiments, forward security may not be neces-
sary. [f that is the case, a simpler process can be implemented
in which the mobile device does not calculate exponentials,
which can be quite complex. The following is a process
directed at one implementation of the above-described user
and server authentication, which does not satisfy the require-
ments of forward security. In this implementation please note
that the notations N and X, have been redefined as the ran-
dom numbers selected by the server and the mobile phone,
respectively. They correspond to n, and n,,, respectively, in
the authentication with forward security described in the last
section.

Referring to FIGS. 7A-B, the process begins with the client
computer sending an access request to the server associated
with the Web site that a user wants to access (700). The server
receives the request (702) and establishes a SSL session
between the server and the client computer to create a secure
channel that all subsequent communications between them
will use (704). The server then chooses a random number N
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€x Z*, (706) and sends it to the client computer with its
identity ID, through the secure channel (708). The client
computer receives (ID,, N,) from the server (710) and
prompts the user to enter a user ID, ID,,, and password pwd
(712), and then passes (ID,, ID,,, N,) to the mobile device
(714). The mobile device receives (ID,, 1ID,, N,) (716),
chooses a random number X, &, Z* _ (718), and computes
h~H(ID,JIDJUN,) (720), h,~H(D,IDJUX,) (722),
sk, .=HD JID |hJh,) (724) and 6=H(ID,|ID,|sk,,0)
(726). It then sends (ID,, X,,,, 0) to the client computer (728).
Afterreceiving (ID, X,,,, 0) from the mobile device (730), the
client computer computes $=H(ID |[[D|[pwd||6]|0) (732), and
sends (ID,,, X,,,, ¢) to the server via the secure channel (734).
Upon receiving (ID,,, X, ¢) from the client computer (736),
the server computes h'.=H(ID,|IDJ[N,) (738), h',=H
(ID,JIDJIIX,,) (740), sK',, (DD JI,) (742) and
6'=H(ID,|[ID|sk',,,||0) (744). The server then computes ¢'=H
(ID,|ID|[pwd||6'|0) (746) and checks it against the ¢ received
from the client computer to see if it matches (748). If it does
match, the server grants the user access rights to the Web site
(750). Otherwise, access is not granted (752).

In an embodiment that includes server authentication, the
process is identical to that described in connection with FIG.
6, except that the values of sk,,, sk',,., 6 and 0' are those
computed in the present section rather than the previous sec-
tion.

1.5 Protection of High Security Data and Interactions

Another mobile device assisted secure computer network
communications embodiment involves using the mobile
device to establish a secure channel with the server for the
transfer of high security data, such as bank account numbers,
credit card numbers, social security number, and so on. This
secure channel can also be used for secure interactions with
the accessed Web site. For example, this can include access-
ing emails, selling stocks through an online Web broker
account, or performing online banking. This is particularly
useful when the client computer is untrusted. With this imple-
mentation, data transfers and interactions with the server are
classified into two security levels—high and low. Data and
interactions assigned a high security level are tunneled to the
mobile device to display and interact with the user so that only
the user can see the sensitive data and execute critical inter-
actions. Data and interactions assigned a low security level
are displayed on and interacted with through the client com-
puter in a normal manner. Thus, the user’s critical data and
interactions can be protected. For example, when using an
untrusted client computer, sensitive data might be left over in
the computers storage, or recorded by a malicious program
running on the computer. Of course, a user can use his or her
mobile device for all interactions with the secure Web site.
However, a mobile device’s user interface is typically awk-
ward and very inefficient for complex viewing or interactions.
With the foregoing implementation, the user can employ the
superior interfaces of a client computer (e.g., bigger display,
full-sized keyboard, and so on) for viewing low security data
and performing low security interactions with the Web site.
Only the high security data and interactions would be handled
through the mobile device.

An exemplary process implementing the foregoing is
shown in FIGS. 8A-C. The process begins once the user and
server have been mutually authenticated as described previ-
ously, and involves the transfer of high security data and/or
instructions from the server to the mobile device, and the
transfer of feedback from the mobile device to the server. The
reverse process of transferring high security data and/or
instructions from the mobile device to the server, which will
not be described herein, can be accomplished in the same way
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by simply switching the roles. First, the server determines if
data it is going to send to the user has been previously iden-
tified as high security data (800). It is noted that in general, the
server decides what data or interactions require higher secu-
rity for the associated secure Web site. This can be done by
applying a set of prescribed rules. On one hand, the more data
and interactions classified into a higher security level, the
more secure. On the other hand, the less data and interactions
classified into a higher security level, the more convenient to
a user since a client computer typically has a much larger
display and full-sized keyboard as well as much better com-
puting resources. The two conflicting requirements should be
carefully balanced. There is always a need to trade off
between security and convenience. If it is determined the data
being sent to the user is not high security data, it is sent in the
normal manner to the client computer (802). However, if the
data being sent to the user is high security data, the server
chooses a nonce n, (804). The nonce can be any one-time use
marker. The server next generates a combination of the high
security data being transmitted W, nonce n,, and at least one
security value (806). The potential security values include:

a) a current time stamp T assigned to the high security data;

b) atime difference AT representing the period between the
current time stamp and the time stamp associated with the
last-sent high security data prior to the current transfer having
a different time stamp; and

c¢)in cases where the high security data assigned the current
time stamp cannot be sent in one transmission and so is sent
in multiple transmission, an index i representing the sequence
number of the transmission among the total number of trans-
missions ¢ employed to transfer the high security data asso-
ciated with the current time stamp.
In one embodiment, the aforementioned combination is gen-
erated by computing a concatenation of the included items.
One of a pair of prescribed symmetric encryption algorithms
with the previously computed session key sk, as the secret
key (e.g., €, (*)) is then applied to the concatenation to
produce a seCure transmission T, For example, if all the
aforementioned security values are employed, T .=e,
(Wlln I T||AT]fi]|c). It is noted that the session key sk, is known
only to server and the mobile phone, and so provides a secure
key to use with the encryption algorithms. The server then
transmits the secure transmission to the client computer
(808), which forwards it to the mobile device (810). The
mobile phone receives the secure transmission from the
server viathe client computer (812), and applies the one of the
pair of prescribed symmetric encryption algorithms, which
was not employed by the server to encrypt the high security
data combination, to the transmission (814) (e.g., D, ().
The session key sk, is again used as the secret key for the
encryption algorithm. The mobile phone then derives the high
security data, nonce, and included security value or values
from the decrypted transmission (816) (e.g., by de-concat-
enating the combined data). Assuming for the purposes of this
exemplary process that the time stamp and the time difference
are included in the aforementioned combination, these values
can be checked against the time stamp of the last-received
transmission having a different time stamp (818). If the cur-
rent time stamp less the time difference corresponds to the
time stamp of the last-received transmission having a differ-
ent time stamp, the transmission is accepted (820). If not, the
transmission is ignored (822) and the process ends. This, the
time stamp can be used to prevent replay attacks where an old
encrypted message is captured by a malicious computer and
resent to the mobile device. Resistance to replay attacks is
particularly advantageous when dealing with time-varying
data, such as the current market value of a stock. If the current
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secure transmission is accepted, the mobile device processes
the high security data from the decrypted transmission in a
normal manner, which may entail displaying it on the mobile
device’s display screen (824). It is noted that in cases where
the time difference is included in the aforementioned combi-
nation, it can also be used to check if there was any drop of a
high security transmission. In cases where the index and total
number of transmissions employed to transfer the high secu-
rity data associated with the current time stamp are included
in the aforementioned combination, it is possible to check
whether there is a missing block of the high security data.

Assuming that the user enters feedback into the mobile
device that is to be sent to the server in response to the
received high security data, the mobile device inputs the
feedback (826), and then generates a combination of the
feedback, last-received nonce, and in the case where multiple
transmission have the same time stamp, the index of the high
security data associated with the user feedback (828). Here
again this can entail computing a concatenation of these
items. The mobile device then applies one of the pair of
prescribed symmetric encryption algorithms having the ses-
sion key as its secret key, to the generated combination, to
produce a secure feedback transmission (830). For example,
the mobile device can concatenate the feedback F, nonce n,
and index i, and then apply the symmetric encryption algo-
rithm (e,; (+)) to produce the secure feedback transmission
T, =€ (FnJ[). The mobile device then forwards the secure
feedback transmission to the client computer (832), which
transmits it to the server (834). The server receives the secure
feedback transmission from the client computer (836), and
applies the one of the pair of prescribed symmetric encryption
algorithms, which was not employed by the mobile device to
encrypt the feedback, to the transmission (838) (e.g., D, ().
The session key sk, is again used as the secret key for the
encryption algorithm. The server next derives the feedback,
nonce, and potentially the index from the decrypted combi-
nation (840) (e.g., by de-concatenating the combined data). It
is then determined if the derived nonce, and if included the
index, matches to the nonce (and index) used in the producing
the secure transmission associated with the feedback (842). If
the nonces match (and if applicable the user feedback is
associated with the correct index), the feedback is accepted
(844). If not, the feedback is ignored (846). In the feedback
case, it is the nonce matching that is used to prevent replay
attacks. This can be important for some operations such as
transferring money.

It is noted that the foregoing process can be modified for
use when no feedback is expected from the mobile device. In
such a case, the process would end with action 824.

1.6 Client Computer Clean-Up

Another mobile device assisted secure computer network
communications embodiment involves deleting cookies,
temporary files, and cached data from an untrusted client
computer (or if the user chooses to do so even on a trusted
computer). In general, when a session with a secure Web site
is ended, or optionally when it is determined that the user’s
mobile device is no longer in communication with the client
computer, the client computer deletes the cookies, temporary
files, and cached data associated with the session. This has the
advantage of preventing a subsequent user of the client com-
puter from reading or accessing the data from secure Web
sites even if the previous user forgot to clean up before leav-
ing. As such this embodiment is very useful when a user uses
a public or otherwise untrusted client computer. The plug-in
needed to implement this embodiment can be downloaded
from the server to the client computer when access to the
secure Web site is granted.
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An exemplary process implementing the foregoing is
shown in FIGS. 9A-B. The process begins with the client
computer monitoring the status of the currently open session
and noting the location of the associated cookies, temporary
files, and cached data that are stored in the client computer
(900). In addition, the client computer monitors the status of
its communication link to the user’s mobile device (902). Itis
periodically determined if the current session is still open
(904). If so, it is determined if the communication link
between the client computer and the mobile device is still
intact (906). If the current session is still open and the com-
munication link intact, then no action is taken and the moni-
toring continues. However, if it is determined that the current
session is closed, the client computer deletes any cookies,
temporary files and cached data associated with the closed
session (908). If it is determined that the current session is still
open, but the communication link between the client com-
puter and the mobile device has been lost since last checked,
then the client computer starts a timer and monitors the com-
munication link (910). It is periodically determined if the link
is still gone (912). If the link reappears, no action is taken, and
the regular monitoring resumes. If the link is still gone, it is
determined if a prescribed period of time (e.g., S minutes) has
passed since it was lost (914). If not, the monitoring continues
(916). If, however, the prescribed period of time has passed,
then it is assumed that the user is gone and the client computer
closes the open session (918), and deletes any cookies, tem-
porary files and cached data associated with the closed ses-
sion (920).

2.0 Attack Resistance

The mobile device assisted secure computer network com-
munications embodiments described herein have many
advantages including resistance to many types of attacks. The
following are a few examples.

2.1 Remote Desktop Attacks

A malicious browser can forward the data from the server
to another computer controlled by another user. However, the
other user can see only the non-high security data that the
malicious browser can already access. High security data and
operations are protected from the malicious browser by the
secure channel e (-), where sk,,. is only known to the
mobile phone and the server.

2.2 Session Hijacking Attacks

In a session hijacking attack, an unauthorized user takes
full control of the client computer being used by the user, and
may modify the user’s operations or perform unauthorized
operations. For the same reason as mentioned in Section 2.1,
a hijack attack cannot gain anything more than the non-high
security data a malicious browser can already access.

2.3 Parallel Session Attacks

In this attack, two or more protocol instances are running
simultaneously. Messages from one protocol instance are
used to form messages in other protocols. This attack will not
succeed since during user authentication, freshness is used
and checked by all the parties involved. After authentication,
the connections between the mobile device and the server,
and between the client computer and the server are secure.
Additional protection is provided by these embodiments that
do mutual authentication between the mobile device and the
server, and between the client computer and the server.

2.4 Man in the Middle Attacks

This type of attack is ruled out by embodiments performing
the mutual authentications between the mobile device and the
server, and between the client computer and the server, and by
the secure channels between the mobile device and the server.
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2.5 Keylogger With Adjacency Attacks

A keylogger installed in the client computer being used by
the user can capture the password input. This captured pass-
word alone does not allow another user to impersonate the
victim to log into the secure Web site since this also requires
the secret value from the mobile device in user authentication.
One possible attack is that another computer within the range
of a wireless network that the mobile device is using to
connect to the client computer colludes with the keylogger to
impersonate the user to log into the secure Web site without
the user’s notice. However, this would be impossible in those
embodiments where a user’s pressing of a button on the
mobile device is needed before the device is involved in a user
authentication.
2.6 Mobile Malicious Software

The mobile device assisted secure computer network com-
munications embodiments described herein do not require the
mobile device to be trusted, as there is no secret stored in the
mobile device. The secret value that the mobile device uses in
user authentication is generated in real time, and is bound to
the mobile device’s hardware (and possibly a SIM card). To
deduce this secret value, an adversary has to know the method
and parameters in generating it and run a malicious software
program that mimics these functions on the victim’s mobile
device. However, since the program installed on a mobile
device is individualized (i.e., a different R, is used for each
device), different mobile devices generate the secret value
differently. Successful reverse engineering on one mobile
device’s program does not enable an adversary to run the
same program on another mobile device to generate the secret
value and thus the login credentials correctly, due to different
values of R,, contained in the programs installed on different
mobile devices. The adversary has to compromise the soft-
ware installed on a specific mobile device to deduce the secret
value generated by that device. Thus, any malicious software
installed on a mobile device is resisted as long as the program
installed on the mobile device is not reversed-engineered or
modified, the calls to system functions are secure, and the
interaction between the program and the mobile device useris
not modified or forged. This is a more realistic assumption
than a trusted mobile device.
2.7 Secret Value Disclosure

If the secret value in a mobile device is compromised,
security is lowered to the same level as a conventional system
that relies on a password. If this occurs, a user should run the
setup procedure to renew the secret value as soon as possible.
This is the same as when the mobile device is lost. Note that
even if both the password and the mobile device’s secret value
are compromised, the previous communications are still
secure since the user authentication satisfies forward security
(assuming the forward security implementation is
employed).
2.8 Common Password Attacks

Users often use the same password for different Web sites,
which may make the common password attack successful. In
such an attack, an adversary may break into a low-security
Web site to retrieve userid/password pairs, and then uses them
for other Web sites. However, the mobile device assisted
secure computer network communications embodiments
described herein result in different Web sites having different
login credentials even when a user chooses the same pass-
word for all his or her Web accounts since the credentials used
in the authentication depend on the ID (e.g., URL) of a secure
Web site as well as the hardware of the mobile device (and/or
SIM card). This feature renders common password attacks
useless.
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2.9 Social Engineering

An adversary can use social engineering techniques, such
as phishing, to masquerade as a trustworthy person or busi-
ness, and fraudulently asks the user to divulge the password.
This type of attack is not effective here since authentication
credentials generated from the mobile device are needed for
the user authentication. An adversary has to obtain the pass-
word and possess the mobile device simultaneously to log
into the secure Web site.
2.10 Oracle Attacks

Adversaries may launch oracle attacks by initiating many
login requests to try to obtain useful information about the
mobile device’s secrets. But since the encryption algorithms
used here are resistant to ciphertext attacks, and the hash
function used in some embodiments is collision free, oracle
attacks are ineffective.
3.0 The Computing Environment

A brief, general description of a suitable computing envi-
ronment in which portions of the mobile device assisted
secure computer network communications embodiments
described herein may be implemented will now be described.
The embodiments are operational with numerous general
purpose or special purpose computing system environments
or configurations. Examples of well known computing sys-
tems, environments, and/or configurations that may be suit-
able include, but are not limited to, personal computers,
server computers, hand-held or laptop devices, multiproces-
sor systems, microprocessor-based systems, set top boxes,
programmable consumer electronics, network PCs, mini-
computers, mainframe computers, distributed computing
environments that include any of the above systems or
devices, and the like. FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a
suitable computing system environment. The computing sys-
tem environment is only one example of a suitable computing
environment and is not intended to suggest any limitation as
to the scope of use or functionality of mobile device assisted
secure computer network communications embodiments
described herein. Neither should the computing environment
be interpreted as having any dependency or requirement relat-
ing to any one or combination of components illustrated in the
exemplary operating environment. With reference to FIG. 10,
an exemplary system for implementing the embodiments
described herein includes a computing device, such as com-
puting device 10. In its most basic configuration, computing
device 10 typically includes at least one processing unit 12
and memory 14. Depending on the exact configuration and
type of computing device, memory 14 may be volatile (such
as RAM), non-volatile (such as ROM, flash memory, etc.) or
some combination of the two. This most basic configuration
is illustrated in FIG. 10 by dashed line 16. Additionally,
device 10 may also have additional features/functionality. For
example, device 10 may also include additional storage (re-
movable and/or non-removable) including, but not limited to,
magnetic or optical disks or tape. Such additional storage is
illustrated in FIG. 10 by removable storage 18 and non-
removable storage 20. Computer storage media includes
volatile and nonvolatile, removable and non-removable
media implemented in any method or technology for storage
of information such as computer readable instructions, data
structures, program modules or other data. Memory 14,
removable storage 18 and non-removable storage 20 are all
examples of computer storage media. Computer storage
media includes, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM, EEPROM,
flash memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital
versatile disks (DVD) or other optical storage, magnetic cas-
settes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other mag-
netic storage devices, or any other medium which can be used
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to store the desired information and which can accessed by
device 10. Any such computer storage media may be part of
device 10. Device 10 may also contain communications con-
nection(s) 22 that allow the device to communicate with other
devices. Device 10 may also have input device(s) 24 such as
keyboard, mouse, pen, voice input device, touch input device,
camera, etc. Output device(s) 26 such as a display, speakers,
printer, etc. may also be included. All these devices are well
know in the art and need not be discussed at length here. The
mobile device assisted secure computer network communi-
cations embodiments described herein may be further
described in the general context of computer-executable
instructions, such as program modules, being executed by a
computing device. Generally, program modules include rou-
tines, programs, objects, components, data structures, etc.
that perform particular tasks or implement particular abstract
data types. The embodiments described herein may also be
practiced in distributed computing environments where tasks
are performed by remote processing devices that are linked
through a communications network. In a distributed comput-
ing environment, program modules may be located in both
local and remote computer storage media including memory
storage devices.

4.0 Other Embodiments

It is noted that in the foregoing description, the mobile
device assisted secure computer network communications
embodiments do not require the mobile device to store any-
thing. As a variant, a mobile device can store a list that
includes all the secure Web sites that the mobile device shares
secret values with. When receiving a user authentication
request from a server associated with a secure Web site, the
mobile device checks against the stored list. If the Web site is
in the list, the authentication process proceeds. Otherwise the
mobile device rejects the request and displays the rejection on
its screen. Another variant is to store a seed in the mobile
device for each secure Web site in the stored list of Web sites.
This seed is used in generating the secret value along with the
R,,, the unique values from the mobile device’s hardware
(and possible its SIM card), and the Web site’s ID. This
variation has the advantage that each Web site’s secret value
can be updated individually, which is achieved by simply
updating the seed of that Web site. The stored list of Web sites
and the seeds can be backed up somewhere else. There is no
need to protect them from being disclosed.

It is also noted that any or all of the aforementioned
embodiments throughout the description may be used in any
combination desired to form additional hybrid embodiments.
In addition, although the subject matter has been described in
language specific to structural features and/or methodologi-
cal acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined
in the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the spe-
cific features or acts described above. Rather, the specific
features and acts described above are disclosed as example
forms of implementing the claims.

Wherefore, what is claimed is:

1. In a system comprising a server which is in communi-
cation with a client computer over a computer network, and a
user’s mobile device which is in communication with the
client computer, a process for conducting communications
over the computer network, the process comprising using said
client computer to perform the following process actions:

facilitating an authentication by the server of the user who

is attempting to access a network site associated with the

server, wherein said facilitation comprises,

receiving a secret value representation comprising a
secret value from the mobile device, wherein the
mobile device generates the secret value representa-
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tion whenever needed, and wherein the server knows
the secret value, and wherein said secret value is a
combination comprising a hidden number stored by
the mobile device, a site identification which is unique
to the network site the user is attempting to access,
and a mobile device identification number,

combining the secret value representation and a pass-
word which is entered into the client computer by the
user and known to the server, to produce a combined
representation,

transmitting the combined representation to the server
for use in determining if the password and secret value
known to the server were used to generate the com-
bined representation, and

receiving a notice from the server as to whether access to
said network site has been granted or not, wherein
access is granted only ifthe password and secret value
known to the server were used to generate the com-
bined representation; and

informing the user as to whether access to said network site

has been granted or not.
2. The process of claim 1, wherein the process action of
receiving a representation of a secret value from the mobile
device, comprises the actions of:
receiving from the server, a server identification and a
server challenge number generated by the server;

prompting the user to enter a user identification and pass-
word via a user interface of the client computer, wherein
the password is known by the server;
inputting said user identification and password, and for-
warding the server identification, user identification and
server challenge number to the mobile device; and

receiving from the mobile device, a mobile device chal-
lenge number which was generated by the mobile device
and said secret value representation.

3. The process of claim 2, wherein the process action of
transmitting the combined representation to the server, fur-
ther comprises an action of transmitting the user identifica-
tion and the mobile device challenge number along with the
combined representation.

4. The process of claim 1, further comprising, whenever a
notice is received from the server granting access to the net-
work site, the process actions of:

receiving from the server, a server authentication value for

the client computer comprising a combination of the
password and a server-generated version of the secret
value representation;

determining if'the password input by the user and the secret

value representation passed from the mobile device were
used by the server in generating the server authentication
value;

only allowing the user to access said network site if the

password input by the user and the secret value repre-
sentation passed from the mobile device were used by
the server in generating the server authentication value;
and

whenever the passwords match and the secret value repre-

sentations match, forwarding the server-generated ver-
sion of the secret value representation to the mobile
device.

5.The process of claim 1, further comprising the actions of:

monitoring the status of a communication session between

the client computer and the server, and noting the storage
location of cookies, temporary files and cached data
associated with the session;

monitoring the communication link between the client

computer and the mobile device;
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whenever it is found that the session between the client
computer and the server has been closed, deleting any
cookies, temporary files and cached data associated with
the closed session;

whenever it is found that the session between the client

computer and the server is still open, but that the com-

munication link between the client computer and the

mobile device is lost for more than a prescribed period of

time,

closing the session between the client computer and the
server, and

deleting any cookies, temporary files and cached data
associated with the closed session.

6. In a system comprising a server which is in communi-
cation with a client computer over a computer network, and a
mobile device which is in the possession of a user of the client
computer and which is in communication with the client
computer, a process for conducting communications over the
computer network, the process comprising using said mobile
device to perform the following process actions:

facilitating an authentication by the server of the user who

is attempting to access a network site associated with the

server, wherein said facilitation comprises,

generating a secret value representation comprising a
secret value, wherein the mobile device generates the
secret value representation whenever needed, and
wherein the server knows the secret value, and
wherein said secret value is a combination comprising
a hidden number stored by the mobile device, a site
identification which is unique to the network site the
user is attempting to access, and a mobile device
identification number,

forwarding the secret value representation to the client
computer for use in combining the secret value rep-
resentation and a password which is entered into the
client computer by the user and known to the server, to
produce a combined representation, which is then
transmitted to the server for use in determining if the
password and secret value known to the server were
used to generate the combined representation.

7. The process of claim 6, wherein the process action of
generating the secret value representation, comprises the
actions of:

receiving from the server via the client computer a server

identification and server challenge number;

generating the secret value;

generating a mobile device challenge number using the

secret value;

generating a session key comprising a combination of a

user identification, the server identification, the server
challenge number, the mobile device challenge number,
and a verification value created from the server chal-
lenge number and a number generated by the mobile
device; and

generating the secret value representation as a combination

comprising the session key and the user and server iden-
tifications.

8. The process of claim 7, wherein the process action of
generating the secret value, comprises the action of:

retrieving a said hidden number stored by the mobile

device, wherein the hidden number is unique to the
mobile device; and

generating the secret value as a combination of the hidden

number, said site identification which is unique to the
network site the user is attempting to access, and the
mobile device identification number, such that the secret
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value is unique to the mobile device and the network site
the user is attempting to access.

9. The process of claim 7, wherein the process action of
generating the mobile device challenge number using the
secret value, comprises the actions of:

randomly choosing a number n,, from prescribed set of

numbers 7 *;

computing g”* mod p wherein g is a prescribed number in

7,;* with order q, and wherein p and q are large prime
numbers such that qlp-1;
computing €,(g"*) wherein €,(®) is one of a pair of pre-
scribed symmetric encryption algorithms with 1 as the
secret key, and wherein 1 is the secret value; and

designating the result of the €,e””) computation as the
mobile device challenge number; and wherein

the verification value is computed as the server challenge

number raised to the n,, power modulo p.

10. The process of claim 7, further comprising, whenever
the server has granted access to the network site, the process
actions of:

receiving from the server via the client computer, a server

authentication value for the mobile device comprising a
combination of the user identification, the server identi-
fication and a server-generated version of the session
key;

deriving a mobile device-generated version of the session

key;
ensuring that the mobile device-generated session key
matches the server-generated version of the session key
used in generating the server authentication value; and

only allowing communication of prescribed high security
data between the server and the mobile device via the
client computer if the mobile device-generated session
key matches the server-generated version of the session
key.

11. The process of claim 10, wherein the process action of
only allowing communication of prescribed high security
data between the server and the mobile device via the client
computer if the mobile device-generated session key matches
the server-generated version of the session key, further com-
prises the actions of:

receiving high security data from the server via the client

computer which is encrypted using a security protocol
employing the previously generated session key, said
receiving comprising,
inputting the server-encrypted high security data, and
decrypting the high security data, which has been
encrypted by the server via said security protocol
comprising generating a combination of a time value,
a nonce chosen by the server and the high security
data, and applying one of a pair of prescribed sym-
metric encryption algorithms having the session key
as its secret key, to the generated combination, to
produce the server-encrypted high security data,
wherein the decrypting comprises,
applying the one of said pair of prescribed symmetric
encryption algorithms, which was not employed by
the server to encrypt the high security data, to the
inputted server-encrypted high security data, and
deriving the time value, nonce and high security data
from the decrypted combination; and

transmitting secure feedback to the server in response to

the previously received high security data, said transmit-

ting comprising,

generating a combination of the previously received
nonce and the feedback it is desired to send to the
servet,
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applying one of said pair of prescribed symmetric
encryption algorithms having the session key as its
secret key, to the generated combination, to produce
the secure feedback, and
transmitting the secure feedback to the server via the
client computer.

12. The process of claim 6, wherein the process action of
generating the secret value representation, comprises the
actions of:

receiving from the server via client computer a server iden-

tification and server challenge number;

generating the secret value;

generating a mobile device challenge number;

generating a server verification value in the form of a

combination comprising a user identification, the server
identification, the secret value and the server challenge
number;

generating a mobile device verification value in the form of

a combination comprising the user identification, the
server identification, the secret value and the mobile
device challenge number;

generating a session key comprising a combination of the

user identification, the server identification, the server
verification value, and mobile device verification value;
and

generating the secret value representation as a combination

comprising the session key and the user and server iden-
tifications.

13. The process of claim 12, further comprising, whenever
the server has granting access to the network site, the process
actions of:

receiving from the server via the client computer, a server

authentication value for the mobile device comprising a
combination of the user identification, the server identi-
fication and a server-generated version of the session
key;

deriving a mobile device-generated version of the session

key;
ensuring that the mobile device-generated session key
matches the server-generated version of the session key
used in generating the server authentication value; and

only allowing communication of prescribed high security
data between the server and the mobile device via the
client computer if the mobile device-generated session
key matches the server-generated version of the session
key.

14. In a system comprising a server which is in communi-
cation with a client computer over a computer network, and a
mobile device which is in the possession of a user of the client
computer and which is in communication with the client
computer, a process for conducting communications over the
computer network, the process comprising using said server
to perform the following process actions:

authenticating the user who is attempting to access a net-

work site associated with the server, wherein said

authenticating comprises,

generating a challenge number,

providing a server identification and the server-gener-
ated challenge number to the mobile device via the
client computer;

receiving a user identification, a mobile device-gener-
ated challenge number and a combined representation
from the client computer, wherein the combined rep-
resentation is acombination comprising the user iden-
tification, the server identification, a mobile device-
generated secret value representation comprising a
secret value, and a password which was entered into
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the client computer by the user, and wherein the secret
value, as well as the password, are known to the
server, and wherein said secret value is a combination
comprising a hidden number stored by the mobile
device, a site identification which is unique to the
network site the user is attempting to access, and a
mobile device identification number,

computing a session key comprising a combination of
the user identification, the server identification, a plu-
rality of unique numbers which are generated by the
server and mobile device,

computing a server version of the secret value represen-
tation as a combination comprising the session key,
the user identification and the server identification,

computing a server version of the combined representa-
tion using the user identification, the server identifi-
cation, the server version of the secret value represen-
tation, and the password known to the server,

comparing the server version of the combined represen-
tation to the combined representation received from
the client computer,

determining if the password and secret value known to
the server were used to generate the combined repre-
sentation received from the client computer, and

transmitting a notice to the client computer as to whether
access to said network site has been granted or not,
wherein access is granted only if the password and
secret value known to the server were used to generate
the combined representation received from the client
computer.

15. The process of claim 14, wherein the process action of
computing the session key, comprises the action of:

deriving a mobile device-generated authentication number

from the mobile device-generated challenge number

using the secret value known to the server; and

computing the session key comprising a combination of
the user identification, the server identification, the
server-generated challenge number, the mobile
device-generated challenge number, and a verifica-
tion value created from the server challenge number
and the mobile device-generated authentication num-
ber.

16. The process of claim 15, wherein:

the process action of deriving the mobile device-generated

authentication number from the mobile device-gener-

ated challenge number (X,,) using the secret value

known to the server, comprises the actions of,

computing D4X,,) wherein D(@®) is the one of a pair of
prescribed symmetric encryption algorithms having 1
as the secret key that was not used by the mobile
device to generate the mobile device-generated chal-
lenge number, and wherein 1is the secret value known
to the server, and

designating the result of the D(X,,) computation as
mobile device-generated authentication number g"";
and wherein

the process action of generating the server-generated chal-

lenge number, comprises the actions of,

randomly choosing a number n, from prescribed set of
numbers Z,*, and

computing g” mod p wherein g is a prescribed number in
Z,* with order g, and wherein p and q are large prime
numbers such that qlp-1.

17. The process of claim 14, further comprising, whenever
a notice is transmitted granting access to the network site, a
process action of transmitting a server authentication value to
the client computer comprising a combination of the pass-
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word known to the server and the server-generated version of
the secret value representation, such that the server authenti-
cation value can be used by the client computer to verify that
the password used in generating the server-generated combi-
nation matches the password entered by the user, and that the
mobile device-generated secret value representation matches
the server-generated version of the secret value representa-
tion used in generating the server-generated combination,
thereby proving the authenticity of the server.
18. The process of claim 14, further comprising, whenever
a notice is transmitted granting access to the network site, a
process action of transmitting the server-generated version of
the secret value representation to the mobile device via the
client computer, such that the server-generated version of the
secret value representation can be used by the mobile device
to verify that the mobile device-generated secret value repre-
sentation matches the server-generated version of the secret
value representation, thereby proving the authenticity of the
server.
19. The process of claim 14, wherein the process action of
computing the session key, comprises the action of:
generating a server verification value in the form of a
combination comprising the user identification, the
server identification, the secret value and the server chal-
lenge number;
generating a mobile device verification value in the form of
a combination comprising the user identification, the
server identification, the secret value and the mobile
device challenge number; and
generating the session key comprising a combination of the
user identification, the server identification, the server
verification value, and mobile device verification value.
20. The process of claim 14, further comprising, whenever
anotice is transmitted granting access to the network site, the
process actions of:
transmitting data previously identified as high security data
to the mobile device via the client computer using a
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security protocol employing the previously computed
session key, said transmitting comprising,
choosing a nonce,
generating a combination of a current time value, the nonce
and the high security data being transmitted,
applying one of a pair of prescribed symmetric encryption
algorithms having the session key as its secret key to the
generated combination, to produce a secure transmis-
sion, and
transmitting the secure transmission to the mobile device
via the client computer; and
receiving secure feedback from the mobile device in
response to the previously transmitted secure transmis-
sion which has been encrypted by the mobile device
using said security protocol employing the previously
computed session key, said receiving comprising,
inputting the mobile device-encrypted secure feedback,
and
decrypting the secure feedback, which has been encrypted
by the mobile phone via said security protocol compris-
ing generating a combination of the nonce and feedback,
and applying one of said pair of prescribed symmetric
encryption algorithms having the session key as its
secret key, to the generated combination, to produce the
secure feedback, wherein the decrypting comprises,
applying the one of said pair of prescribed symmetric
encryption algorithms, which was not employed by
the mobile device to encrypt the secure feedback, to
the encrypted secure feedback, and
deriving the nonce and feedback from the decrypted
combination,
comparing the derived nonce to the nonce chosen by the
server and used in the producing the secure transmission
to ensure the nonces match, and
whenever the nonces match, accepting the feedback.



